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RE Horsham Townsh!p ~- Request for Review

Dear~Sir/Madam LT T L T T
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We represent e owner of a large parcel of land [n
Horsham Township, Montgomery County. Our client has asked us to submit a request

. for. review with regard.to proposed forestry and Honsham Township's efforts fo interfere ... ... .2

with that permitted activity.
" Accompanying this request for review are the fol!owing documents

- 1 Our ietter dated December 2, 2024,_t0-the,members of the Horsham

T *"*“‘ﬁ”—**‘"_*townshlp zoning“off‘cerltownship managerm‘"‘ e AR

Township Council stating our client’s intention to commence forestry activity
on its property in Horsham Township; and
2. The “Order and Determination” letter dated December 11, 2024, f| om the

Our letter to the township unambiguously stated our client's intention to
commence forestry on the property. There is no pending or contemplated application for
development relating to this property.

Notwithstanding the stated intention to commence forestry, the township’s
response was a determination which compels our client to appeal within 30 days to the
township zoning hearing board. In Pennsylvania land use law, zoning determinations
are not Issued sua sponte. They are issued upon request of a la landowner. Our client
did not request a determination from the township zoning officer. Our letter sought
confirmation of information previously requested by our client's forestry consuitant.



Page |2

The result and purpose of the township’s response are to impeds, If not prevent
our client’s right to commence lawful forestry activities and to force unnecessary zoning
legal proceedings and remedles

Our cllent requests the review by the Office of the Attorney General and
e intervention by the Office of the Attorney General to enable our client to conduct forestry

on its property. Given the. daadline to respond {6 fhe township letter, our appeal to the . ™7™
zoning hearing board must be filed by January 10, 2025, following which our clientwilibe - .
: forced to ptoceed wlth a pubuc hearmg, notwithstandlng the statutory preempt{on, S
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W, William Whiteside, I}, President
Sean Wade, Vice Presndent
Eric Glemser, Treasurer )

e T B R e G e S S
Ho;hamiwngmp T e ’ R

" 1025 Horsham. Road - T e p
Horsham, PA 19044

Via emajl fo: uhorsham@hors‘ham.org
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Gentlemen/Ladies:

.:...i:.~ A. :..u e o —This ﬂrm !‘epTesentS » er..O'f :‘iéoia'(’frés.'Of " ... . “::”::‘“:
e : Iand located on Keith Va)ley Road : e S

— RN T s <

..... This Ietter provldes noﬁce of our clieni’s mtentlon to commence forestry

- destivities or the' BropeHy pursuant to the rlghts granted to’ property owners' under v
'"*——"""“Pennsylvama-iaw

Section 603(f) of the Pennsylvania Municipa!ities Planning Code (MPC),
_expressly provides: R ) A
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Zoning ordinances may not unreasonably restrict forestry activities. To
encourage malntenance and management of forested or wooded open
space and promote the conduct of forestry as a sound and economically
viable use of forested land throughout this Commonwealth, forestry activities,
including, but not limited to, timber harvesting, shall be a permitted use by
right in all zoning districts in every municipality.

Our client's property is zoned R-1. A permitted use in that zoning district is
“Agricultural Use.” In section 230-5 of the township zoning otdinance, “agticulture” is
defined to include "forestry.” We also direct your attention fo section 952 of the Right to
Farm Act, 3 Pa. Stat. § 952, "Normal agticultural aperation” and “agricultural
commodity” encompass “forestry and forestry products.”

Since 1877 ' www.easthurngray.com




Finally, we direct your attentlon to 3 Pa. C.8. § 312 which defines an
"Unauthorized local ordinance” as one which “(1) Prohibits or limits & normal agricuttural
operation...."

[n its exercise of due diligence, our client's forestry consultant contacted’ ’
‘Horsham Townshipto determine what, if any, regulations and fees are required-to
commence forestry operations. A right-to-know request sought the following records:
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... « Any enacted Horsham Township ordinance establishing a requirement fora. - L
T townshlp {imber-harvesting permit. If no ordi Inance exists, please confirm thatno . s
A aves e sram fher samtiten ¢, Ordlnance has been enacted RPN DU ?‘.._ :. PET RN PO S M, e - ——— .' ..._..."a- s Vbaense n .t._m..‘...t.
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o :‘:, —‘Eeé.schedule-listing. th&fee—ihai—mustbe-appl[ed for&e;reeelve—a—ﬂmber e AL
. ‘narvesfing permitin. Horsham‘l‘ownsh%p. —
2. - Aify redqulred forms and ffifgtimation that st b8 SUb iiesi_as_paﬁofan ERATN

R : ..application-in order to recelve a timber: harvesting pernit in Horsham Township..
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In response to this very speoiﬂo records request, the township provided only N
mé“w“wﬂhe foilowing e EER T T T T
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"o " & general permit application which listed 16 types of work or improvement,
including the category “other”. Nothing in the apphcatxon refers to forestry or
e timber hatvesting; o o
LTIV A application for a stormwater"r’n‘aﬁa*gement psa?mlt fo? tilior earth dtstutbance R
. . . . .o .act“"ty, and . . . e
v i Dresilade e -ResolUtlon NO-2024+11 estabhshmg a fee schedulé: for various categories -of Crrentes s
... .activities, none of which specifically refers.to forestry or timber harvesting, with L
" 'fh exception of sibsection 2.4 réferiing to a grading perinilt fes for “ogglag> A™ ~ =~ 7
township code-wide search of the term “logging” produced a reférance to the
term within the definition of forest management/iimber operations contalned in
section 190-12 of Chapter 180 tegulating stormwatey management

ey AT Ty vy

We conclude from the township s ;esponse to the rlght-to-know request that

" there are ho spacific regulations or requirements with regard t6 commencement and
pursuit of forestry/timber harvesting activities which are protected by the unequwocai
statutory provisions cited in the beginning of this letter.

if the township wishes to supplement the information previously provided,
please do so within 7 days of the date of this letter.

Very truly yours,
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. HORSHAM

TOWNSHIP

WIWWHORBHAM.ORG

COUNCIL
W, WILLIAM WHITES(DE, ill, PRESIDENT
SEAN WADE, VICE PRESIDENT
ERIC GLEMSER
SAMANTHA SLAFF
ELLEN ZSCHUNKE

e i e g

Property Location:

R Rt ST I

1025 HORSHAM ROAD

HORSHAM, PA 18044
216-643-3t31 PHONE
216.043.0446 FAX
WILLIAM T, GILOEAWALKER
TOWNSHIP MANAGER

DENNIS P, HAGOERTY JR
DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRAYION
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Montgomery County TMP

e
= * = Horshain Township Zoning Distidet = R-1 = v+ foee 2
.Dear'- Wt i D apeane '

I letiér dated December 2; 2024, you indicated that your client,
~~~~~~~~~ intended-to-conduct forestry-eperations-on-the-property-they-own on,
property is more specifically identified as Montgomery County TM
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In order to commence any. use of the property, including forestry, it will be necessary to secure a

zoning permif under the Zoning Ordinance and demonsirate compliinte With all fownskip Srdinances " Shas
as well as state laws and regulations,

You argue that the Right to Farm Law protects your client’s right to conduct forestry activities on the
property and that the Municipalities Planning Code prohibits provisions in a zoning ordinance which
unteasonably restrict forestry.

Please note, however, that the Municipalities Planning Code defines “Forestry” as “the management of
forests and timberlands when practiced in accordance with accepted silvicultural prinoiples, through
developing, cultivating, harvesting, transpoxting and selling trees for commercial putposes, which does
not invelve any land development,”

Likewise, the Right to Faum Act defines Normal Agricultural Operation as those activities a farmer
would adopt or use to prepare his goods for market.

‘The purpose of these laws is to encourage the continuation and sustainability of farming activities.




December 11, 2024 Page 2

——

Mote than 18 months ago, your clients approached the township with a plan to develop the propetty,
You and your client represented that you paid the United States to extinguish the easement previously
in plage for the Naval Air Station, You presented a concept plan and asked the township to amend the
zoning ordinance to allow greater density on the property. . o

Negotxatmns on the terms of the ordinance amendment ensued and latet veached an 1mpasse because
your cligit did ot waiit 1o be subject to-the tree xeplacement 1equ1rements of the zomhg ofdmance O
subdivislon and land development oxdinanée, )

-; . —At .8 meetmg-last monthfthe townsmp enacted-a zomng mdinance amendment which. reduced the . ors i
o minimum{otsize:as your client xequested and xeduced 10 20% the woodlands yhich st xomain :
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= ndistorbed; - The ordibance did not exemm ﬂit i8] mpemsr f‘r—m‘the 1reg’ x&piacemeni fequhemerﬁé BE T

w__w.\yoquhents requested DR
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Y G 1otfor iridictes thif youx olietit oW inteids 6 remiove tees of the ptoperty w:thout spec fymg
whether there will be selective hatvesting or clear-cutting, The Right to Farm Law and the
A__m__u__M_gmxp,_mLQg_?lmz_m_&g Code nlace lmnts on & municipality’s xight to regulate forestry opexauons, e
<=+ - ---.- “The-goal of-those-state-laws is-to encourage-and protect. Snstainable-agricuttuie (including sxlwé’ﬁitm“é).m L

strn o Yourellents are not-engaging i forestry operations or any “normal agticulfural operation:?” Your- - -
client’s words and actions evidence an intent to remove all or most of the trees from the property so
that you may build houses on the propel“cy without repiacing tees as required by tovmship ordinances.
] In oxder to £emove a natmal resomcefrom the property you wzli heed to obtam a pel)cmt in accoxdance
. with Zoning Ordinance Section 230-226. There is no Right to Farin Aot exempiion because your ~ -
cliént s fiot proposing an agricultural or forstry use, they irifend To Temove fiees to prepiiré fof the ™
; . development 'of the propetty, You will need to demonsitate:compliance with all:provisions of the..... ..o oo
— meomngm&ndnce inelnding, but not limited to, Section 230.49 :nghxch regulates natural resoutces,
You will also need to show compliguce with the Pa Code which requires, at Chapter 35 Section 1021
et seq an Brosion and Sediment Control petmit,

""”"”“‘""“*‘Pherpmposed*use“ofthe property*is“"development"-as—def ined by-SALDO-Section198+6-Pleasé -noter—e—rer—re
that if you.remove environmental resoutces now, in advance of development, and in order to avojd the
provisions of the Zoning Ordinance and SALDO, you will be expected to reforest and demonstrite
compliance prior to or as patt of any land development approval,

If you client has changed its intentions with xegard to the development of the property and wants to
engage in true silvicultural, your permit application must include a forestry management plan (if you
intend to use a selective harvesting technique) or a reforestation plan (if you intend to clear cut the
woodiands).

Pursuant to Section 909.1 of the Pennsylvania Municipal Planning Code, you have the right to appeal
this Order and Determination to the Horsham Township Zoning Hearing Board. YOU MUST FILE
THIS APPEAYL WITHIN THIRTY (30) DAYS OF THE DATE OF ISSUANCE OF THIS
NOTICE.




December 11, 2024 Page 3
Order and Detemination

Failute to secure a permit and comply with township ordinances and state laws and regulations priot to
commencing any ttee removal is a violation of this the Zoning Ordinance, Because of the natute of the

" Violation, the towiship may séek mjtmctwe whef instead of ot in additlon to, pioceedmg with a owil
- enforcement action:

it T e




January 10, 2025

PA Office of Attorney General

Attn: ACRE

16" Floor, Strawberry Square
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Via Email: Acre@attorneygeneral.gov

RE: Horsham Township -- Request for Review

Dear SirMadam:

By letter dated January 8, 2025, we requested the review of the Office of the
Attorney General with regard to a forestry issue in Horsham Township.,

One of the letters we provided fo the Office of Attorney General was a letter from
Horsham Township. The second page of that letter referred to a permit application
required for forestry, Accompanying this letter is the permit application we received from
the township solicitor. It Is a genetle application for “work or improvement” to property
without any reference to forestry,

We belleve that this permit application further demonstrates the efforts of
Horsham Township to impeds, if not prevent, forestry on our client's-property.

Very truly yours,

¢

Enclosure




- Horsham Township Department of Licenses and Inspections 11

1025 Horsham Road, Horsham.Pa 19044  215-643.3131 |
PERMIT APPLICATION !
Note: Read page three (3) in its entirety prior to completing this application
APPLICATION DATE YN APPROVAL DATE‘ o PERMIT NUMBER: :
LOCATION OF PROPOSED WORK OR IMPROVEMENT S Zone:
Site Address: : o Lot Size; -
R Subd&visiopli.and Develospment: e Blocki____.___,  Unlt,
TYPE OF WORK OR IMPROVEMENT {Check Onse) ‘
8 .New Bullding Q1 Addition Q Alteration 1 Repalr & Demolition (1 Rejocation
a FOUndatlon Only = Ohange ofUse.  (IPlumblng T Mechanical 01 Electrical -Q Pool
, ; Q1 shed Q Fence Q Other
OWNER‘ Phone#. . . . -
Malllng Address. : ; E’hone #2
TOTAL ESTIMATED COST OF CONSTRUGT!ON (reasonabie falr' merket vaiue) ) N —— . ‘
DESCRIPTION OF.BUILBING USE (Chetk One) ’
RESIDENTIAL .
Q1 Oné-Family Dwalling 22 Two-Family Dwelling
NON-RESIDENTIAL
Specfic Use:. . . Changs in Use: O ves QNo
Use Group: ______ , if YES, Indlcate' Former: ...
Maximum Occupanoy Loads i Maximum Live Load:.,
BUILDING SECTlON~ ESTIMATED cosr QF BUILDING WORK (Oonttas( valug) ' $
Number- of Résidentia) Dwelling Units: e Existing s, PTOPOSEA
Type'of Structural Frame: 3 Wood 3 Masonry O Concrete Q Pr&Manpfactured Dwelling:
0 Steel Q Other; Explain - R
Does or will your bullding contair any of the following; T T o i
Elevator/Escajators/Liftis/Moving walks: 0 YES QNO Prassure Vesgels: QYES aNo
Sprinklar System: D YES aNo Refrigeraﬁon Systemis: QL YES: QA NO ;
Fireplace(s): Numher _ ] Typé of Fuel _ _Type.of Vent_, e
-Bedrooms (humbég ) ‘Storlas(numben) : Siraat F[ontdgs (feet)
Full Baffis {nurmbeh). . Bull8ing'Atea (sq/f) ~'| Front Setback: ﬁgﬁ{l_)
Partlal Baths. (number) ] Eving Areed(sqfft) . ‘|- Rear Setback (feal)
Garagesi(pumber) ..~ " " |"Basement Area (su/fl} ~ | Left Sefbacl{fest .
OatddoAtea(sg/fy .~ |~ " | Offitd/Sales(Salfl). .. .. . _ ‘Rjﬁﬁ%} ' ' e
utside Par}dngr(numher) Seryice'(sg/R) N T " | Helgt Above Gmda( ’gt) .
5 PLUMBING SECTION: EST!MATED COST OF PLUMBING WORK (Coniractva\ue) ' $
. Enterthe.number and slza.of Eixturas beln Re fregly Rti latied or Inslalled
|} Tubs/ Showers Laundry Tubs . ,Sawage EJeclors. . .
' | Shower siafls Dishwashers ._.| BaoK Flow Préventars™ =~ =" 7. " °
| Lavatories Qarbage Disposals | Water, Pumps ..
Tollets.. ..~ ~ L | Water Heaters .1 Water Servies .
Urlnals " b} Walor.Sbitenery 1 Seer Conngotion
Sinke, ' [ iver ’ : a2 {
Water Service: (Check) D Fublic O Private
Sewer Sarvica: (Check) T Publlo Ed Private (Septio Pernilt #),




MIECHANICAL SECTION ESTIMATED COST OF MECHAN!GAL WORK (contrack value) |8
_ ) Enter the number and s!za of Unlis | aelng Roplaced or installed _ .
Forced Alr Furnace T Space Haater 4 AT Compresser
| Solid fus! Appllance ° .| Unlt Heater 'SplilA}C Unlt . P a
| HeatPump .~ .| Boller “Coll Unit . - i
Alr Handl!ng Unit ~ 'Gravity Furnace i Gas{Oﬁ Cohversion, 1
{ Eleciric Fufnace , | inclnerator T . L Air CIeaner L
Oihsr: N 1 i ' ' 1
Fuel Type: 1 Gas. . Ol L BLP. o BEecrds O Coal ] Wopd . O Other g

ELECTRICAL SECTION: ESTIMATED GOST OF ELE’(‘:‘?RI’::‘A((.‘WS&K {Gontfaot value) { $7 .

Appllcants for efactrical permits must meet the definition of “quallfied person” as contained in the National Electrlc Code, artlcla 100‘
All permit reviews and inspectlons performed by Horsham Townshlp Cade Otiicial,

Enter the number and size of Fixtures belng Repatred, Replaced or Instafied

Service Amps__ _. itofdlroults: __ #of servige outlels; ____110V____ 220V , Utility #,
| . Ustdovices . | gty | toadiSutpu | Uistdevices | “aty Loaleulput - List davleés "Qty. | Load/output
1 Switohes:.. w1 T . | Dshwasher | o & Tl Healer . ' VRN P
Reteplagley. . 4, | . ) Washer " - et ,I-{O(Wéierﬁdater
.6 IrouitPanel " * . T T Y Dryer
| Lights RS { Bpa / Hot Tub ] RN
Smoke Det, AIC Unit

- Enter the number and size of it menlbé!n Ré lécedoﬂnsga lled:

FIRE PROTEGTION SECTION: ESTIMATED GOST OF FIRE PROTEGTION WORK (Gontras value)

PSS S S
s

: Sbrinkler *SVstem 4 Hood Suggresslon Systﬁm 1.Flre Algrm System-.. .
"' Stand'Flpé.. S | Flre Hydrants .. . =] Sinoke Control:Sysiem . - o1 oo
! Suhgg[es;slontsysmm . 1 Fire' Pumps, , | Fire Delection System ~
oS RN Licg 42020 | U,
FLOODPLAIN '
i I& the slte located within an ideniified flood hazard area? OYES WONO
L Wil any portion of the flood hazdrd area be developad? OYES GONO

Owmar/Agent shall verify that any rﬁoposed construction andior devslopmant activity complies with the requiremants of the Natiénal Flood Insurance Program |,

and the Peansylvania Flood Plaia

anagament Aot (Aot 168-1978), spaciﬁcaﬂy Seation 60.3
Lowsst Floor L.evel: . L

I NP )

HISTORIC RESOURCE:
{s the site a Historic Resource? DYES QaNO
If construction Is & Historio Resource, a cerilficate of apgmgrlsfeness may be regufmd by the Municipallty, . .

Residantial Fe;mlt Aggjlcattog dnd Submittal Reguirernetits*

AFPLICATION )
The following seotlons Jovated on page anemust be comploted in fulf:
1. Lotation of proposed work or improvement, most importantly, site looation, tax parce} numbor and ol mumbser,
2. Typeofimprovement fncluding a briel description of work,
3. Ownér informatlon with corplete mailing eddress,
4, Estimated oost of contndction {s required to be provided, .
Tht contacter seotion if required to be completed gnly when workis yerformed within Muniolpalities that require contraator ‘xeglstration, However, Code Inspeations, Ing,
requests a minimum of the primary contractor information to be provided iiv'caso coxrcspondence oF contact {s nécessary,
Page one and two sieed (0 bs completed {by only the sections thal apply o the proposed projest, or work 1o be performed.
Page two and thrée newd to e camploted for Flaodpialn inforuation and, a signatuce by the property owner, of agent of the owner must be proyided on page three. Page four
{x intended Jor administrative use and will be gompleted by the Munfolpslity during the applioation review,

PLANS AND SUBMIT’(‘IALS :
i ivo.(2) Som 15" ns b\l spéelfientiot sufficient 10 indicate the scape of wark belng is proposed, Listed below are some
hssic oxamples of information nmsary 10 cnmplele a pian review, Addilional inforimation may be requested depending on tha Intended projeot.
¢ Project design shall conform 1o the Intemational Residentinl Code currently adopted by tiie Commenweslth of Pennsylvania.
K Dm\;tlngs shall spwily alf site Information such as address, Iot number, TMP number, owner name and typs of work Proposed. This information shall be refleoted
on sli pages,
o Dyawings shal} Inolude Fioor plan ehowing new construction in comparison to existing, room labels or use of rwoms, bearing losntons, window and door sizes,
header sizes and a1 other pertinent information,
o Footing delails and speoifications shall be provided for all Josations, Detail should joclade a footprint or outling of the scope of work as welk as speoifying pler or
contintiops footings whero applioable.
s Pre-vast conorele panely and alf ather pre-manufactured proditcts shatl have manwfacivrers engiecred dosigns and spees.
o Insulatlon and therma) values shall be indloated for walls, ociting, floors, basement walls and slab pedimeter,
ndicate eleotiioal componeats inofuding locations and sizes,
Ss\imming Pools
& Provide swinming pools consiruotion specifications,
»  Swimming pool enclosire and bawivrs shalt bo shown and include fence, pate and gate deviee detaits.




Commargtal Permit Appiication ung i‘?augnilttgj Be'guiremam%
The Appilcation shell be completed as explained in'the Residentiaf idformation listed above,
PLANS AND SUBMITTIALS

The submitial shioit nolede {yps canpjote pldus nvid sped fon bearing the sigmature and seat of & Yiconsed Design Professional, Plans and spectfivations shall, at
minimum, ba required (o contaln tho tnformation speoified within the sections fisted below, '

§ 403.42a(b) A perivl sppliesnt shall submit an spplioation to the building code offiolal and altnch construstion doouments, nchuding plans and speelfications, snd information
coneeming speolal inspection and structural observation progams, Depariwent of Transportation highway acoéss permits and other date required by the budlding code offielal
witlh the permit appiiéationi, The applieant slinll submmlt twn sets of dacy ‘ .

§ 4034280 A Iiceused architect or Heensed proféssionnl enginees sholl prepare the construction documents under the Avchitects Licensurs Law (63 ¥, S, §8 34.0—
34,22), or the Enginesry Land Surveyor and Geofogist Registration Law (63 P. 8, §§ 148~—158.2), An unliconsed person may prepare deslgn Agcuments for the
vemodelirig or alteraflon of a bullding I thers Is no compensation and the rentodeling or aileration docs not relate lo addltions to the building or ehanges to the
buitding's structire or meaws of pgress. . ’

4 403.422(0) Tha permitt applicant shall submli construction doountents in a formal approved by the building code official, Construction documents shall he clear, lndioate the
Jooat{on, nature and extent of the work proposed, and show in detad] that the work will conform to the Uniform Constrystion Code,

§ 403.42a{f) Al) of the follpwing fire egress and aceupanoy requirements apply to gonstruction docuntents: '

§ 403.42a(1)(1) The permit applicant shall submit construction doouments that show in sufficient detal) the Jooation, construstion, size and oharaster of a1l portions of the means
of egress in complianco with the Unlorm Construotion Codo,

§ 403,42(4)(2) The construction doouments for osutpancles atiser than Qroups R-2 and R<3 shell contain designation of the number of acoupants to bo accommodaled on every
fioor and i all rooms and spaces, '

§ ;:)03{?2;;)(!?(:«1)i The permit nppHonnt sl subinl( shop drawings (or a fire profection system thatl jndiontes conformance with the Unjform Constoustion Code in aceocdance
with the following: \ v
§ 403.420(f)(3)L ‘Tho shop drawings shall be approved by the building code offioial before the stut of the system fnstallation,

§403.42a(f) (N The shop drawings must contain the information Tequired by the referenced fnstallation standards santained in e International Building Codo eutrently
adopted by the Commonwealth of Peansylvaniz,

§ 403.420(g) Construotion documents shall sontain tho following Infonhation related 1o the exteror wal) envelope:
§ 403.420(¢)(1) Desoription of the extorior well envelope indioating compiianco with the Uniform Construstion Code,
§ 403.42a(g)(1) Flashing details,

§ 403.420(g)(1) Detalls relang to fnterseotions with dissimifar winterials, comers, end details, oontrol joints, intersestions at yoof, exyes, or parapets, means of drainege, water
vesistive membrane and detalls around openings,
§ 403.42a(h) Construotidn doouments shall coptain a site plan that Is draw to soafe. The bullding code offioia) may waivs or modify the following site plan requirements if the
permit ppplication Is for an alterition or repatr o if waivér or modification Is warranted, Site plan requirements fnolutls all of the folfowing: “
§403.42a(h)(1) The sizs snd loeation of new constiction and existing stsunfures on the site.
§ 403.42a(h}(2) Acctrale boundary lines,
§ 403,42a(l)(3) Distances, from Jot Hnes,
§ 403.424(h)(4) The-esteblished sireet grades and {he proposed fiuished grades, . .
§ 403.42a(h)(5). If thie consfruction Jnvolvés demolition, the sile plan shiall fridicate constraation that 1s to bis.damolished and the sizo and lovation of existing structures and
consiriction that wil] remain on the site ov plot. )
§ 403.42a{ti}(6) Location of parking spaces, accesstila rontes, publis transporfation stops snd other required accessibility features,
§ 403.42a()) A building code offleiat may waive or madify the subinission of vonstruotion doenments, thal are not required 1 bo prepared by a Heensed atchilset or englncor, or
other data if the nature of the work applied for does rol require review of construction documents or other data to ohiain compliance with the Uniform Constnsotion Code, The
buildisg oads officiet may not waiva the submission of slle plans that vefate (o accessibility requirements.
§ 403.42a(m) An applicant for an annua) permlt under § 403.42(1) shall complete ap epplication and provide Information tegarding the system thiat may be altered and the date
that approval was proviously provided for the approved elestvical, pas, meohanioal or plumbing installation,
§403.42a(n) A permitdppHeant shall comply with the permlt, cerliffontion or Heenswro requirements of e following laws applioabls 1o the donstruotion:
§ 403.42n(n)(1) The Boiler and Unfired Pressire Vessel Law (35 . 8, §§ 1331.1—1334.19),
§ 403,42a(n)(2) The Propane and Liquefled Petroloum Gas Act (35, 5. §§ 1320.1—1329.15),
§ 403.42n(n)(3) The Healih Caro Faoitities Aot L
03420008 The Older AQnl Billy:Living Centers'Lisonsiog Aot . . . . . .., . . s

~ADDITIONAL CONTACT INFORMATION e e e

e s LG # Neme . . _ o AdUress - -
{:Design Professiohal” , o[ N
Principal Goplracior. |, - R
Master Plumber; L o N D A

izntion and. Acknowledgements B o

pplicant cerlfies-that nll Information onthis applioation js corrept and the work will be contpleted In acodrdanga with the approved consirustion dosuments and PA Act 45
{Uniform Cunstruetion Code} and any additional approved building cods requirements adopled by o Muaicipality. The property owner and applioant assumes the responsibility
of louating al} property llnes, detback lines, easements, nights-of way, flood areas, ¢lo, ssuance of a’pennit and approval of construction documents shall-not bo constaied as
authority to violate, cancel ov set sside any provisions of the codes or ondinances of the Munjolpality or any.other goveming body, The applicant ¢ertifies he/she undersiands atl the
applicable sodes, ordiifances and regulations. )

Applicatlon for 4 pevmit shall bo mada by the swner or lesses of the buliding or strusture, or agent of elther, or by the registered design professional employed in connestion with
the proposed work.

Cortlficato of-oceiiparicy, .
£ 403.46{(s) A bujlding, simcture or facility may not be used or ocoupied without a centificate of doouposey issued by a building code offiolal,
§ 403,46(d) A buflding cade official may suspend or revoke & serdifloate of occuppney Whea the astilficate was Issued in arroy, onthe basls of incorrest information supplied by the

permil appiteant or In viofation af the Uniform Construgtion Code, Before a certifioats of oboupauoy Is Tevoked, a building ovmer may request 8 hearing tiefors the board of
appeals under § 403,122 (rolating to appeals, variances and extensions of time).

t ceriify that the Bullding Code Official or the Buliding Gode Officlal’s authorized reprasentative shall have the authorlty to enter areas
covered by such permit at any reazsonable hour to enforce the provislons of the code(s) applicable to such permit,

"Signature of Owner of Authorized Agent ' — Brint Name of Owner 67 A'uthofizéﬂ &Qé'ﬁt

Address e S i
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STREET CUTIDRIVEWAY "OYES "@NO. DOfFIS § ONLOTSEPTIC .~ OGYES QN0 . OOnFie .
CUT AND FILL™ ) i aYes BNG BonFle | 20NING . DYES ENO B OnFle.
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:Slﬁt; . TOTALCONTRACTVALUEUSED FOR. FEE
[ FIREPERMITFEE . T§
[ ACCESBIBILITY PERMIT FEE |
ENERGY PERMIT FEE 3

. ,$

$

T
1’..’.‘(%“.,%6969 .
5 E
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Attorneys at Law

March 13, 2025

PA Office of Attorney General
Attn: ACRE

15" Floor, Strawberry Square
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Via Email:

RE: Horsham Township -- Request for Review
Dear Mr. Willig:

We received on March 12" the response letter from Horsham Township dated
March 6™, We note that although the township solicitor sent her response to your office
by email, the township did not accord the same courtesy to us, instead sending its
response by first class mail. One can easily argue that the purpose of this decision to
delay our receipt of the township’s response was to ensure that we did not have the
response before the March 11 zoning hearing board meeting.

As set forth in our previous correspondence and request for review, the Horsham
Township zoning officer issued an “order and determination” which compelled our client
to appeal within 30 days to the township zoning hearing board. At the zoning hearing
board hearing on March 11, the following testimony was heard:

1. The township zoning ordinance has a specific, express provision that states that
no permit is required for matters governed by the Pennsylvania Right-To-Farm
Act. Nonetheless the township manager/zoning officer testified that a zoning
permit application is required for forestry activities. The township
manager/zoning officer testified and conceded that forestry is included within
agriculture and that the township ordinance states that no zoning permit is
required for Right-to-Farm activities. The zoning permit application makes no
mention of forestry or timber harvesting. The testimony of the township
managetr/zoning officer was that the permit application is required and the
category “other” is the category that encompasses forestry.

2. The township manager/zoning officer has been in that dual capacity since 2010.
He admitted that never before has he issued a zoning determination including the
latest order and determination when no one requested that determination.
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3. Atthe hearing, the zoning officer testified that a landowner who wants to
commence forestry should request a meeting with township staff. The day after
the hearing, we requested that meeting. The township solicitor responded that
the township will not meet with us.

The township is attempting to do whatever it can to interfere or prevent forestry
on our client’s property. The hearing testimony inciuded exhibits setting forth provisions
of the Right-To-Farm Act and section 603(f) of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning
Code which provides that forestry is a permitted use in every zoning district of every
municipality.

Notwithstanding any previous discussions our client may have had with the
township, our client has not filed and there is no pending formal application for zoning,
subdivision, or land development relating to our client’'s 100-acre property. The
township continues to manufacture procedural requirements not found in township

regulations (or state law) in its effort to prevent the preemptive land use of forestry on
our client’s property.

if it would help the Office of Attorney General in its consideration of our request,

we will provide your office with a copy of the hearing transcript before the Horsham
Township Zoning Hearing Board.

Very truly yours




