RECEIVED
APR 14 2021

PA Office of Attarpey General
Consumer Prote'r_:tlnn_:l-l_arrisburg

PA Office of Attorney General
ATTN: ACRE

15" Floor, Strawberry Square
Harrisburg, PA 17120

RE: Canton Township, Washington County, Pennsylvania Timber Harvesting Ordinance

Dear Attorney General,

Canton Township currently has a timber harvesting ordinance for timber harvests that exceed 1 acre,
The township requlires the landowner or operator to submit a logging plan and erosion and sediment
control plan to the township for review by the board of supervisors. (IS ENEENGEG_—__/ou!d like
to submit a complalnt that Canton Township’s ordinance is in vielation of the ACRE Act and the officials
of Canton Township have overextended their authority to delay or stop a logging operation. Please
rewew the fo[lowmg incident. ' .

On January 27, 2021_ purchased a 72 acre timber tract located or{j NI

from a Canton Township resident. On January 28, 20214

—submltted a fogging plan/erosion and sediment control plan to
@Y C - ton Township Zoning Officer. (NNMEMEP-equested a time frame for the township

review of the logging plan. (SRS - stimated 7-10 days for the review.

On February 9, 2021 SENEENEED < ft 2 voice mail with (NN < duesting the status of the
township’s review. (NE-cceived no response from (TN

On February 18, 202 SN <f: 2 voice mail with/ RSN r<ouesting the status of the
township’s review, (EENSINIINIER r<sponded top R co!. (U informed @l

@R that because of the stream crossings, the erosion and sediment control plan would need to be
reviewed by the Washington County Consetvation District. G informec N ot
the logging plan did Include two stream crossings that did not require a General Permit 8 because the
drainage area for the crossings did not exceed 100 acres. Washington County Conservation District
would not be required to review the erosion and sediment control piah moreover, a review by the CCD
was not included in the Canton Township TimberHarvest Ordinance. Nevertheless | ENGEGNG

complied W|th the township’s request.

On February 19, 2021—submitted the erosion and sediment control plan to Washmgton _
County.Conservation District. -informed the conservation district of thé two stream
crossings and would not require a general permit 8 because the dramage area did not exceed 100 acres.

The conservation district mformec“thev were not required to review the erosion and
sediment contral plan and recommended filing a complaint with the attorney general’s office under the




ACRE Act. (ENEIEN- skd the conservation district to review the erosion and sediment control plan

anyway to comply with @il miagsmamliginstructions.

On February 23, 2021 Erosion and Sediment Control Technician, (i NN« uested additional
pages be added to the E&S plan as well as additional erosion control measures at the stream crossings.

SR i formedNNEIENE that GemERNERENARNNE o uld comply with the CCD's
recommendations. On March 1, 20221/~ forme NN, the £8.S plan would be ready

and approved on March 3, 2021.
On March 3, 2021 (NN bmitted the approved E&S plan at Canton Township.
On March 8, 202 14NN o ntacted Canton Township to check on the status of the logging permit,

Township manager (NN, inform e the board of supervisors would be holding a

meeting on March 11, 2021 to review to E&S plan (IR requested thof NN truck route.
O ormeMMEENER < truck route would consist SEEND SN - g - 1D
Sl (D . SN oo NS v s posted for 10 Tons and that he had

obtained the excess weight permit from Penndot to travel on that road.

On March 12, 2021 SSEERERcontacted Canton Township to check on the results of the township’s
meeting. (IR informe IR hat the board of supervisors approved the logging permit but
still required R to submit a copy of the excess weight agreerf";ent from Penndot priot to issuing
the permit. (NN orp!led SN 2 ¢ led to Canton Township to pick up the permit and
SR ¢ SR i forme NN h ey would not issue the permit without

verification from Penndot that the excess weight permit was valid, —provided Canton
Township with the contacts at Penndot for the permit. Canton Township attempted to contact/ill

SN > o \orify the permit without luck. (NN nfor me QNN
he would give{l IR the permit but under no circumstances would he aliow any logging
equipment to be defivered to the site or any logging activity to take place until he received verification
from Penndot. (I3 he would comply. (NN for mod NN : would
need 1o read the township permit g 1 osence to make surcfiNINL ~derstood
the scope of the permit. SN complied. (RN then informeqgNE i@l

GV o'ic anything that deviated from the ordihance, he would shut the logging operation

down, fine NNV fine the landowner of the property.
: ,
This was an expensive, time consuming process fo i RN . TN

would like to file a complaint with the Office of the Attorney General for the following reasons:
. : i

1. The township’s requirement of a logging plan and erosion and sediment control plan for their review.
The township does not have the background or the authority to review the E&S plan.

2. The township does not have the right to hold up the operation by adding requlrements for the permit
not listed in the code of ordinances.

3. The township’s requ'g'ement for the E&S plan’s review by the Washington County Conservation
District. The review by the CCDJs not in the ordinance and is not required by the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania or the CCD.




4. The amount of time it took the township to issue the permit. In the beginning of the processflllil)
@RI 25 informed,the township’s review would take 7-10 days. In the end, the review process took
43 days.

5. The township's requirement for evidence of excess weight permit for a state route and following the

submission of the permit, verification from Penndot. (SENNEEENSNINNNE ; o ned and maintained
by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. CantonTownship does not have the authority to stop logging

activity because of the use of a permitted state route.

6. The township does not have the authority to impose fines on the operator or landowner for
agricultural activities that comply with the Commonwealth’s regulations, The township does not have
the authority to fine the operator for traveling state routes with permits for weight restrictions,

Please contact(NEENEER: th any questions. Please informy NN the results of the

investigation.

Bestregards




