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Guidelines for Law Enforcement
Initial Victim Notification ofd . | O f RoEAkiS Rape ExangsAdult Victims

l. Purpose

A. Theprincipalpurpose of this protocol is to establisacommended
guidelines and procedures to be followed lay enforcement and other
personnel involved imotifying sexuahssault victims of the results of their
Forensic Rape ExarffSRES) The protocol is specific fareviously untested
FREs and arer will be, submitted toa PA State Police lab for testinghis
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Evidence CollectioAct. These amendements took effégtOctober 2015.

B. Other purposes of this protocol are:

1. To establish @onsistent, victirrcentered, traumanformedresponse

to sexual assault cases in Westmoreland County.

2. To afford he maximum protection anduppot to victims of sexual
assaulthrough thecoordinatedresponseof law enforcement,

criminal justicepersonnel and victim service providers.

3. To ensure thahotifications are handled in a victhicentered manner
affordingvictims of sexual violence as many options and resources as

possible.

4, To hold perpetrators of sexual violence accountable.

Il. Background Information

AThis project was supported by subgrant No. 26375 awarded by
(PCCD). Theopinions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of

the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of PCCD or the Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against

Wo men. o
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passage of Act 27. Pursuant to Section 10172.3 of SATEC, as amended, local law
enforcement agencies were required to submit to the Pennsylvania Depattme
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not yet submitted to a laboratory faesting as of September 7, 2048d (2) any

backlogged evidencé (FromPennsylvania Report on Untested Sexual Assault Kits and

Backlogged Evidence Released April 2017
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the laboratory will notify the law enforcement agency that submitted the kit

with the results of this testing.

C: If this agerty is a municipal depanent, they will contact a designated
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intital notification described below. When the PA State Police receives this
notification, they will contact designated Trgmers who will perform this intial
notification as described below For cases that may be reopened, the officers
providing notification will share information with victims on who will be handling

the case in future in most cases, this will be the origirtdpartment.

l. Initial Notification

A. All victims who have undergone a Forensic Rape Exam and reported the
assault will be notified as to the results of lab testingluding those victims

whose FRESs, or other collected eviderd®not result in a DNA match.

AThis project was supported by subgrant No. 26375 awarded by
(PCCD). Theopinions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of
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