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Aprll 25,2016

Memo to: Property Owners
From: M. A. Silve wnship Manager

Topic: Special Agricultural District .
Peters Township has been studylng the options relative to zoning provisions that impact gas
drilling/mineral extraction activity. The Township’s current ordinance provisions have been deemed not
in compliance with the Pennsylvania Supreme Court Decision that overruled the Aot 13 revisions to the
Gas Act. Currently the Township has a pending ordinance that would eliminate the overlay district and
increase gas drilling rogulations as well as place drilling activity in the Industrial district. This is notan
ideal solution, but one that may satisfy legal requirements.

“Phe Township is reviewing the option of identifying certain areas in the Township as a Special
Agricutrural District, This district is designed to create an aven of the Township that will permit mineral
extraction, which would includé ungonventional gas drilling. The district would limit activity to solely
agticultural activities and mineral extraction. These are aren that currently have limited infrastructuxe and

large land area,

Tf the Township pursues this course of action, it will need to revise the Comprehensive plan to allow for
such uses and subsequently develop a comesponding Zoning District, The Council has asked me to
coutact the property ownets to obtain their input prior to determining if they wish to formally procesd
with the revisions.

Recognizing that one rationale for allowlng gas drilling is that it will permit farming to continue on & long
term basis by providing another source of income. Also it is understood that although initially ges drilling
will involve significant industrial type activity fora period of about 1 year, this wonld not be the extent of
that activity. With the multiple shale layers available and the need to refracture existing wells, the intense
periods of gas drilling will occur multiple times. For this reason a permanent 500 ft. or more property
line buffer from well sites is being considered. To avoid spot zoning concerns & significant area needs to
be considered that have similar characteristics.

As 2 property owner in the area under consideration, the Township would like your opinion as to this

approach and whether or not you wish to be included in a Special Agricuttural district. Peters Township
would be interested in meeting with you to discuss your opinions further.

wwiw.paterstownship.com




